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County of  Kern 

The Annual Crop Report f o r  t h e  County of Kern is submit ted i n  accordance with Sec t ion  2279 
of t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Code. The values quoted a r e  gross  FOB f i g u r e s  and i n  no way r ep resen t  
n e t  income t o  t h e  farmers of  t h i s  county. 

The t o t a l  va lua t ion  of a l l  crops produced amounted t o  an est imated $297,175,730, which i s  
3% below t h e  r ev i sed  1966 va lua t ion  of $306,382,900. Adverse weather condi t ions  were a  
con t r ibu t ing  f a c t o r  t o  t h e  dec l ine .  Record breaking low temperatures  i n  December s eve re ly  
damaged t h e  r a p i d l y  expanding c i t r u s  crop. Extreme low temperatures  were recorded i n  t h e  
Tehachapi Valley i n  A p r i l ,  and even with heavy hea t ing  it was impossible  t o  save t h e  peaches, 
n e c t a r i n e s  and some of t h e  pears .  Another cold wave which occurred i n  t h e  same a rea  i n  June 
was d i s a s t r o u s  t o  t h e  apple  crop. Summer weather a r r i v e d  with a  vengeance a f t e r  a  cold wet 
sp r ing ,  and temperatures  recorded i n  August were t h e  h i g h e s t  f o r  t h a t  month s i n c e  records  
were begun i n  1900. 

Beef c a t t l e  remains t h e  number one item i n  our r e p o r t  with an es t imated  value of $57,430,000, 
18% below t h e  r ev i sed  1966 value of  $69,668,000. Fewer head moved through t h e  feed  ya rds ,  
bu t  t h e  p r i c e  p e r  pound was a  l i t t l e  above t h a t  of a  yea r  ago. 

Fears  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  of  t he  Kern County co t ton  crop were r e a l i z e d  i n  1967 when p ink  bo l l -  
worm moths were found i n  four  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  southern  p a r t  of t h e  county. A f u l l  s c a l e  
cooperat ive program was immediately i n i t i a t e d  f o r  t h e  eventua l  e r a d i c a t i o n  of t h i s  des t ruc-  
t i v e  p e s t .  Harvested acreage of co t ton  was down 6%, y i e l d s  were down l6%, i n  f a c t  it was 
t h e  lowest  y i e l d  p e r  ac re  s i n c e  1953. An inc rease  i n  p r i c e  p e r  pound rece ived  k e p t  t h e  
gross  va lua t ion  of  $54,230,000 only s l i g h t l y  below the  $54,715,000 rece ived  i n  1966. 

Grape crop values were increased  by 9% f o r  a  t o t a l  of $33,206,000. Both y i e l d  and p r i c e  
received were above 1966 f i g u r e s .  

Pota to  growers were faced wi th  extreme d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The gross  value of $29,687,800 was 
7% l e s s  than  the  unpro f i t ab l e  $31,771,800 recorded l a s t  year .  A heavy carryover  of  f a l l  
and win ter  crops i n  o the r  s t a t e s  depressed t h c  l a t e  sp r ing  market,  and t h i s  f a c t o r  a long 
with low y i e l d s  made it impossible f o r  many g-t-owers t o  g e t  back t h e i r  c o s t  of product ion.  
I n  some in s t ances  q u a l i t y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were experienced upon a r r i v a l  a t  d e s t i n a t i o n  which 
cont r ibu ted  t o  even I.ower r e t u r n s  than  t h e  FOB p r i c e s  quoted i n  our r e p o r t .  The win ter  
crop produced t h e  lowest  y i e l d s  i n  t he  h i s t o r y  of p o t a t o  growing i n  t h i s  a rea .  A g r e a t  
d e a l  of t h e  product ion had t o  be est imated on acreage n o t  y e t  ha rves t ed ,  and f i n a l  records  
of t h e  crop may be even lower than  ind ica t ed .  

Our s i n c e r e  thanks i s  extended t o  a l l  who cont r ibu ted  information and advice i n  order  t o  
make t h i s  r e p o r t  a s  accu ra t e  a s  poss ib l e .  We hope it w i l l  be of i n t e r e s t  and value t o  
those who use it a s  a  guide and es t imate  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  weal th of Kern County. 

edke$? C .  Seldon Morley Y* 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  ~ o & i s s i o n e r '  
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